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18 December 2025

Star Wine List of the Year returns to Japan for the
second year, at ProWine Tokyo 2026

Star Wine List, the guide to the world’s best wine bars and restaurants, is bringing its wine
list competition to Japan for a second year. After a successful debut in 2025, Star Wine
List of the Year Japan will once again take place at ProWine Tokyo, in April 2026. Entries
are now open and sommeliers across the country are invited to submit their wine lists to
be judged by an international panel of wine experts.

Star Wine List of the Year is a global awards tour celebrating the top wine lists in each country, or
territory, and the people who have created them. Throughout the 2025/°26 season, the
competition will visit 14 different locations, with an additional online contest for any places not
included within those. The season began in September 2025 and will conclude in June 2026 with
an International Final, pitting winners from around the world against one another.

Entries are now open in Star Wine List of the Year Japan 2026. Wine bars and restaurants across
the country can submit their wine lists for consideration, free of charge. The expert jury panel will
be announced shortly, and its members will assess wine lists in 11 different categories. Teams
have until 15th February 2026 to enter the competition. Finalists will be announced in March,
ahead of April’'s awards ceremony at ProWine Tokyo.

“We can't wait to come back to Japan and ProWine Tokyo to celebrate with the talented
sommeliers and restaurant teams in Japan again,” says Krister Bengtsson, Founder and
Publisher of Star Wine List. “This year we look forward to connecting with even more restaurants
and wine bars from around the country, and welcome all entries.”

Since the 2025 edition, Star Wine List has introduced two new core categories: the “Best Italian
Wine List” honours lists that represent the wines of Italy particularly well and the “Special Jury
Prize” rewards a wine lovers’ place doing something out of the ordinary. The Japanese
competition in 2026 will also see a local “Best Bordeaux Wine List” category, celebrating the
wines of this significant French winemaking region.

The event is supported by Chateau Tour des Termes, Craft Wine Shop, Robert Mondavi Winery,
ProWine and Austrian Wine.



Key dates:

Entries open: 18 December 2025
Deadline for entries: 15 February 2026
Finalists announced: 12 March 2026
Awards event: 15 April 2026

Useful links:

e More information on Star Wine List of the Year UAE 2026 (including link to enter)
e Photos and media

Star Wine List of the Year 2025/°26 tour schedule:

Autumn 2025:
e The Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania) — 15 September

e Belgium and the Netherlands — 29 September
e Norway — 12 October
e Denmark — 24 November
e United Arab Emirates — 8 December
Spring 2026:

e International Open (for countries not covered by their own event) — 2 February
Spain —16 February

Sweden — 2 March

France — 9 March

UK - 23 March

Japan — 15 April

Southeast Asia —21 April

New York — 4 May

Florida — 6 May

Austria, Germany and Switzerland —18 May

Media contact:
info@starwinelist.com

About Star Wine List

Star Wine List is the international wine lovers’ guide to great wine bars and restaurants. Available as an app



https://starwinelist.com/wine-event/star-wine-list-of-the-year-uae-2025
https://starwinelist.com/wine-event/star-wine-list-of-the-year-japan-2026
https://starwinelist.com/star-wine-list-of-the-year-2026-japan

and at starwinelist.com, it was launched in Stockholm, Sweden in 2017, and is now live in more than 45
countries. All venues are selected by top wine professionals for the quality of their wine programmes.

The Star Wine List of the Year competition celebrates the wonderful wine lists of the world and the
dedicated sommelier teams who create them. Since its inception in 2018, this global tour has evolved to
cover numerous territories. Its highly anticipated awards events recognise excellence in the wine and
hospitality industries, and culminate in an International Final each summer.
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More information on Star Wine List of the Year UAE 2026 (including link to enter)
Photos and media
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About Star Wine List
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